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The Minor in Applied Research in the Context of European Policing 

(MARCEP) was developed for two main reasons. Asking good questions 

(research or otherwise) is extremely important for good policing. However, 

instead of doing so, we too often focus on finding answers. This 

phenomenon might be explained by the responsive nature of police work. 

If there is a problem it must be fixed, and this must occur quickly so either 

peace is restored or order maintained. This problem-solving reflex is 

reinforced by a predominantly action-oriented culture. 

This does not help you find the best answers. Therefore, the first aim of this programme is to 

broaden and expand your perspectives so that when you are confronted with policing problems or 

the challenges of good policing you will be able to ask questions from a more multidimensional 

point of view. As one of our colleagues stated: the focus of this programme has to be on the quality 

of reasoning rather than the art of arguing. This attitude will help you find new and effective 

solutions to new challenges or to old problems you have not been able to tackle until now. As well 

as learning how to formulate good research questions, attention will also be paid to what the 

Greeks called the ‘methodos’, the pursuit of knowledge.  

 

The simple fact that good policing cannot stop at the border brings us to the second reason for 

developing this programme: the need for European cooperation on several important policing 

issues. In this programme, we examine the European security agenda. We look at terrorism and 

radicalisation, organised crime groups and cybercrime. In relation to the conception and articulation 

of your own research proposal, these same issues will be used as the basis for your exploration of 

a specific policing topic of your interest.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International students can contact us at: student.exchange@politieacademie.nl  

www.politieacademie.nl/en  
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Programme & structure 

After an introductory week, Part 1 has two streams: Research Methods 

and European Policing. Although they are not completely separate and 

they both aim to sharpen your mind, the focus of the first is on the pursuit 

of knowledge, while the focus of the second is on specific European 

policing topics.  

 

In Part 2 both streams are brought together in what we call Applied Research. Here you will use 

your insights and knowledge gained from Part 1 to compile your research proposal. During this 

period, you will be coached and guided by our staff. Through lectures or field trips, you will also 

learn which research questions are relevant to Dutch policing and how research is done or 

organised within the police organisation.  
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Part 1 can be taken on its own, which is equivalent to 15 credits (ECTS). In this case, you will finish 

the course by writing an essay in which you explore – also in a more personal way – a theme of 

your interest.  

 

Those who decide to participate in Part 2, which is equivalent to another 15 ECTS, can use the 

essay task as a warm-up and preparation for the research proposal that must be delivered in Part 

2. Please note that this second task concerns a proposal, which means you do not have to conduct 

the research. Of course, you can do this later, which most of our students do, especially in the 

context of writing a thesis. 

 

The Minor in Applied Research in the Context of European Policing has the status of a pre-

Master’s. This means that Dutch students who want to participate in the Master of Science in 

Policing, which is an academic programme, will be allowed to do so after successfully completing 

the Minor in Applied Research in the Context of European Policing.  
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Introduction 

The first week of the programme will be introductory. During this week you 

will visit several important sites relating to European policing and security 

in the Netherlands. You will be given a practical oversight by being a 

participant yourself.  
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European Policing 

 

The programme on European Policing gives you eight weeks of thinking 

about and working with themes in European policing that apply to all 

European countries.  

 

After the introductory programme, we will first establish the framework of European policing. This 

will structure our thinking in the following weeks, in which every topic will be approached first from a 

local and practical point of view before we challenge you to broaden your perspective to the 

national and European levels. At the end, along with the knowledge gained in the methodological 

programme, you will be equipped to write your research proposal on European policing from a 

multidimensional perspective.  

 

During this programme, European policing will be approached within a framework that has three 

dimensions: geographical (European, national, local), institutional (the legal, cultural and 

organisational contexts) and European strategic themes (terrorism, cybercrime and organised 

crime). The model (see below) will be further explained in order to give you a theoretical framework 

that is helpful in formulating good questions when confronted with European policing issues. 
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Research Methods 

 

‘What are the key similarities and dissimilarities of police organisations 

across European countries?’ ‘How do police organisations on different 

sides of the border cooperate in fighting organised crime?’  

‘To what extent do police organisations share information and what are the 

obstacles and facilitators in the information-sharing process?’ 

‘What is the role of social media in police communication and 

investigation? And how do police organisations across Europe differ in 

their use of social media?’ 

 

These are just examples of possible research questions that may arise when thinking about policing 

in a European context. While the European Policing stream will focus more on different policing 

topics (e.g. cybercrime, terrorism), the methodological stream will provide you with the tools to 

research these and other issues. One of the main aims of the methodological stream is to 

strengthen your analytical and critical thinking skills, and to provide you with different perspectives 

on how to answer real-life problems that are faced by police organisations across Europe. Thus, 

you are expected to also bring your own experiences and topics that are of interest to you to the 

discussion.  

 

Each week, we highlight an aspect of the empirical cycle and discuss recent research on different 

topics. By the end of the course, you will be better able to formulate research questions, make 

informed choices on research design and interpret research findings, all in relation to policing in 

Europe.   

  



Minor in Applied Research in the Context of European Policing  

Programme schedule (blueprint) 

Week 1 12-09-2016 --------------------------------------------------------------- I n t r o d u c t i o n   w e e k ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  European Policing 

On Tuesdays 

 Research Methods 

On Wednesdays  

 

9.00 p.m.-12.00 p.m. 1.00 p.m.-4.00 p.m. Lectures 

9.00 a.m.-12.00 p.m. 

Afternoon sessions 

1.00 p.m.-4.00 p.m. 

Week 2 20-09-2016 The backbone 21-09-2016 Setting the scene: approaches Me & research 

Week 3 27-09-2016 Public order, parties and drugs  28-09-2016 Developing research questions Setting the scene: approaches 

Week 4 04-10-2016 Terrorism and security dilemmas 05-10-2016 Fixed research design Developing research questions 

Week 5 11-10-2016 Radicalisation as a local phenomenon 12-10-2016 Flexible research design  Fixed research design 

Week 6 18-10-2016 Trafficking of human beings 19-10-2016 Historical research Flexible research design 
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Week 7 25-10-2016 Organised crime groups: undermining the system 26-10-2016 Qualitative data analysis Historical research 

Week 8 01-11-2016 Cybercrime, the invisible threat 02-11-2016 Quantitative data analysis Qualitative data analysis 

Week 9 08-11-2016 Crossing the border 09-11-2016 Judicial research Quantitative data analysis 

Week 13 05-12-2006 ------------------------------------------------------------------------- E x a m s  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 

 


